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THE OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE CASE OF
PRESIDENT McKINLEY.

In calling attention to the official report of the
case of President McKinley, published in this
issue of the Journal, we wish to remind our

readers that now for the first time is the evi-
dence presented which permits an intelligent
opinion to be formed by others than those imme-
ediately concerned in the treatment of the dis-
tinguished patient,— and especially with regard
to the cause of death.
The statement presented is so complete, from

all points of view, even to the minutest details,
that it carries conviction that nothing has been
kept back, and exhibits an evident desire that the
reader should be possessed of every possible
source of information.
We have no hesitation in stating our firm be-

lief that the patient received the best possible
care from the outset, and that the bullet took such
a course as was likely to prove inevitably fatal.
At the same time, we realize that the questions
concerning the expediency of drainage and the
immediate cause of death, which were raised by
those directly concerned with the case, will also
be discussed by physicians throughout the world
to whom this report is submitted.
It seems to us probable that the immediate

cause of death was acute pancreatitis. The bullet
apparently lacerated this organ, tore the para-
pancreatic and paranephric fat tissue, and caused
not only the necrotic inflammation of the pan-
creas but also the gangrene of the adjoining fat
tissue. Clinically, the sudden collapse ending in
death, in spite of stimulation, is thoroughly char-
acteristic of the fatal termination of the cases of
acute pancreatitis ; in addition, the appearances
described in the report of the autopsy are well
known to those familiar with the lesions of the
pancreas and acquainted with the history of
affections of this organ. Had such extensive

destruction of the retroperitoneal fat tissue been
the immediate result of the passage of the bullet,
it is likely that Dr. Mann would have recognized
the condition at the time of the exploration.
The gangrenous cavity contained not only ne-

crotic tissue, but from its contents was obtained
a bacterium, the growth of which produced an
odor of decomposition. Although frequently the
escape of the pancreatic secretion into the neigh-
boring fat tissue occasions at first disseminated
fat necrosis, such necrotic fat tissue, in part at
least, eventually becomes detached and forms a

portion of the contents of a gangrenous cavity.
Disseminated fat necrosis, however, is not an in-
variable result of acute pancreatitis, but a diffuse
putrefactive necrosis also may follow. Of all the
recorded cases of hemorrhagic and gangrenous
pancreatitis with extensive sloughing, there are
but two which recovered. These two are the cases

reported by Chiari, in which the necrotic and
sequestrated pancreas was discharged from the
bowels. In President McKinley's case the pan-
creas is stated to have been necrotic, although
unfortunately the conditions of the autopsy were
such that no microscopic examination of this
organ was made. In the favorable cases above
mentioned, weeks and months elapsed before
recovery took place.

Some of those who have followed the Presi-
dent's case may take the view that the gangre-
nous cavity was due to infection of the track of
the bullet by the bacterium above mentioned. It
must be remembered that occasionally lesions and
symptoms are produced by organisms not com-

monly found in pathological processes or by or-

ganisms which ordinarily are not pathogenic.
This may be one of these rare cases.
As to drainage, it may be presumed that, if the

course of the bullet could have been foreknown,
some form of drainage of the cavity of the omen-
tal bursa, perhaps with gauze wicks, would have
been established. For, although such a proce-
dure could have afforded, under the circumstances,
no more than a slender hope of favorably affecting
the progress of the disturbances, the actual out-
come could not have been more disappointing.
The surgeons were almost unanimous in consider-
ing drainage unnecessary, but the fact that there
was nothing to drain immediately after the opera-
tion did not preclude the possibility of the subse-
quent formation of something calling for drainage.
This seems to be the main question to be de-

cided in the future, should a similar situation again
present itself. Without drainage death occurred ;
with drainage can it be prevented ?
We presume that those who saw the condition

of the retroperitoneal fat tissue at the autopsy,
could not but have wished that some form of drain
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had connected the gangrenous cavity with the
surface of the body, however firmly convinced
they may be that the issue would have been the
same.

A PIONEER IN PSYCHIATRY.
To those interested in the care of the insane

and the study of mental diseases, it was a notable
series of papers that were read at the meeting of
the Middlesex South District Society of the Massa-
chusetts Medical Society on the 9th of October.
This meeting was held at the McLean Hospital at
Waverley, and in the papers read the results of the
22 years' growth of the hospital under its present
administration were set forth. The work now

doing at the hospital was traced in its germina-
tion, its present development described and its
future forecast, not boastfully (though there is
much of which to be proud), but modestly of the
past, hopefully for the future. The story of its
growth, which it is interesting to trace year by
year in the successive annual reports, is the story
of the development of the hospital idea as distin-
guished from the custodial idea in institutions for
the insane. This idea is the keynote of all the
changes that have taken place, and its significance
for psychiatry cannot be overestimated or over-

stated,— it means healthy growth and unlimited
progress instead of stagnation. It involved the
solutions of problems of the housing of patients,
the care of them, the treatment of them, and the
study of them. The ground had already been
prepared for some of the changes by his prede-
cessors when Dr. Cowles took charge of the
asylum in 1879, and the task was made easier by
the then recent changes in the commitment laws,
whereby patients were sent to the asylum only on

the order of the court, not merely by the certifi-
cate of two physicians, as previously, thus chang-
ing the attitude of the patient toward the hospital
physicians. In 1881 voluntary self-commitments
were allowed, giving a marked impetus to the
hospital idea, which was accentuated in 1892 by
the change in name (which had been under con-
sideration for three years) from asylum to hos-
pital.
In the matter of housing the patients not much

could be done with the old buildings at Somerville,
though some improvements were made. But the
project of new ones had already been formed, and
the new buildings at Waverley, arranged on the
cottage plan, relieved of an institutional character
by their separation and different yet harmonious
architecture, with sunny rooms and home-like
parlors, thus adapting them to the clinical needs
of the patients, the buildings and grounds so ar-

ranged as to hide as far as possible the restraining
walls where such are necessary, and the specially

constructed houses for special classes of patients,
mark the advance in the solution of this problem.
The care of patients, according to the hospital

idea, calls for skilful trained attendants ; for the
insane are regarded as patients, not boarders, as

they were called in former years. The only way
to secure suitable persons for this purpose was to
offer them a profession by training them in gen-
eral nursing, and as early as 1882 a training school
was opened which has been in continuous opera-
tion ever since,— the first successfully organized
school in any institution of this kind. The nurses
are not only taught the principles of general nurs-
ing, medical gymnastics, massage and the applica-
tion of hydrotherapeutic measures, but are trained
in the close observation of patients, and thus be-
come valuable assistants in the clinical studies
that are part of the work of the hospital.
The problems of treatment were on the one hand

partly those which the general practitioner meets,
partly more specialized ones of the relations be-
tween nutrition and exercise, and on the other
hand the special problems of what may be called
mental therapeutics. No mental disease destroys
all normal mental action, and the latter problems
are to encourage all normal mental activity while
correcting or discouraging all morbid activity.
Beginning as early as 1882 with small gymnasia
partly equipped with apparatus for graded exer-

cise, there are now two well-equipped gymnasia
with a resident trained director for each, whose
work is not confined to the gymnasium alone, but
who also supervises the various out-of-door games
and exercises of the patient under medical di-
rection when needed, and encourages them in
various activities. A complete system of hydro-
therapeutic apparatus has recently been added to
the means of treating the bodily conditions of the
patients. The daily life of the patient is made as

nearly normal as possible through the home-like
surroundings in the houses, while in connection
with the gymnasia are sitting-rooms and parlors
for social intercourse, and workshops in which
patients are encouraged to occupy themselves pro-
ductively. Much is done for their entertainment
in many other ways, and a general library is open
to them. Since 1881 doors have been left un-

locked as much as possible, and patients are given
the largest amount of liberty compatible with
safety, many having parole of the grounds, which
are not fenced in, some even having full parole to

go where they please. This condition contrasts
very strongly with the former seclusion and isola-
tion which extended even to the prohibition of
correspondence and all other means of communi-
cation with friends.
Great as are these changes, the greatest and

most significant has been in the study of pa-
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tients. Bringing from the superintendency of a

general hospital the conception of clinical study
as an essential element in the work of a hospital,
Dr. Cowles in 1882 increased the staff by the ad-
dition of two house officers, who should do clerical
and other work which had previously devolved
upon the physicians, in order that the latter
might have more time for the observation of pa-
tients and the study of their conditions. Con-
vinced that, just as physiology is the basis of
general medicine, so psychology must be the basis
of psychiatry, he studied the psycho-physical
methods that Wundt had been teaching since
1879; in 1888 steps were taken for the establish-
ment of a small laboratory with psycho-physical
apparatus, and a physician familiar with this line
of work was added to the staff to carry on investi-
gations. In 1894 Delabarre, writing in the Année
Psychologique concerning psychological labora-
tories in America, said of this at the McLean
Hospital, " It is the only one in America which
combines psychiatry and physiological psychology.
In Germany there is but one such; namely, that of
Professor Kraapelin at Heidelberg." . It was in
the same year in which that was written, that the
work of the laboratory had reached such a point
that it required more advanced training, and a

neurologist was engaged and sent abroad to study
in the laboratories of Wundt, Mosso and Kraepelin.
A few years later he again went to Europe for a

like purpose. Yet with so young a science, and
with all its applications to the problems of psy-
chiatry still to be developed, immediate and start-
ling results have not been expected. As early as
1887 the idea that auto-intoxication, as the result
of faulty metabolism, was the underlying cause of
some of the clinical phenomena observed in pa-
tients, involving the common problems of nutrition
in the insane, gave rise to the hope that path-
ological chemistry might throw some light upon
these questions ; the beginning of work along this
line by the equipment of a chemical laboratory
was made at the same time, and a few years later
a special house officer was appointed to carry on

this work. Such great advances have been made
in recent years in physiological and pathological
chemistry, that a specialist in these fields became
necessary, and a year ago such a chemist, trained
in the laboratories of Hammarsten, Salkowski and
Kossel supplanted the house officer, and the
laboratory was furnished with apparatus for this
work. The only laboratory in Great Britain
where chemical investigations in connection with
the insane are carried on, is that of the London
County Council at Claybury, where this work
was begun in 1897 ; on the continent of Europe
there is no hospital for the insane which has such
a laboratory. General pathology was not neg-

lected ; from 1881 until 1888 this department
was under the charge of one of the pathologists
of the Harvard Medical School, and included
courses of instruction to the medical staff, while
in the laboratory advantage was taken of what
pathological material the hospital afforded. At
that time there were in this country but few
general hospitals even that had their own patho-
logical laboratories. The one at the McLean
Hospital has developed with the rest of the work,
a special laboratory assistant working in this de-
partment. Meanwhile improved methods of clin-
ical observation of patients were developed, and
fuller and more detailed records were kept ; for it
was a fundamental element in the general concep-
tion of the hospital plan that the laboratory work
should be correlated with definite clinical groups,
and the earlier records did not give sufficient data
to establish these groups. So close has been the
relation between this work and the laboratories
that it has been at the solution of problems sug-
gested by clinical observations that the labora-
tory work has been directed. With the opening
of the new hospital in 1895, enlarged laboratories
were provided and equipped with special appara-
tus and special libraries for pathological anatomy,
for psycho-physical investigation, and for chem-
ical studies. Here, then, are to be found in har-
monious and mutually helpful co-operation, careful
clinical, psycho-physical, chemical and patholog-
ical studies of the insane, thus at last attaining the
fulfillment of the ideas conceived- in 1887, and
putting into more complete operation the work
begun even at that early date. Dr. Cowles has
sown the seeds of a work which has already de-
veloped into a thrifty plant of vigorous and
healthy growth. If published products of all
this work are asked for, it may be said that they
are still in the making, and it has always been a

part of the policy of the hospital not to put forth
partly finished products. It will not be long, how-
ever, before some results can be shown of this
careful and, in its best sense, conservative work.
The effects of this development of the hospital

idea are many. In the public mind it creates a

greater confidence in hospitals for the insane,
lessens the dread and feeling of disgrace in send-
ing relatives to them, and hence leads patients to
come earlier under care, thus presumably in-
creasing their chances of recovery. In the pa-
tient it engenders confidence and co-operation and
promotes a more rapid recovery. On the welfare
of the hospital its effect is to increase the cost
of maintenance, but to increase correspondingly
its earning capacity ; and the movement of pop-
ulation is remarkably increased,— for example,
last year there were 169 admissions on a basis of
a daily average population of 164, while in most
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hospitals the proportion is as one admission to
three or four daily average population. On the
staff it exerts a stimulating influence, arousing
and maintaining a keener interest in all patients,
and it attracts a better class of assistants. Such
an example could not fail to be stimulating to
others who were striving for progress in the same

direction. Within the last six years other hospi-
tals in this Commonwealth have entered efficiently
upon like methods of work, which should be en-

couraged by public interest and legislative sup-
port, upon which they are more dependent than
is the McLean Hospital.

MEDICAL NOTES.
BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.

Acute Infectious Diseases in Boston.— For
the week ending at noon, Oct. 23, 1901, there
were reported to the Board of Health of Boston
the following cases of acute infectious diseases :

Diphtheria 34, scarlatina 17, measles 23, typhoid
fever 21, smallpox 14.
Boston MortalityStatistics.—The number of

deaths reported to the Board of Health for the week
ending Oct. 19, was 194, as against 200 the corres-

ponding week last year, showing a decrease of 6
deaths, and making the death-rate for the week
17.6. The number of cases and deaths from in-
fectious diseases is as follows : Diphtheria, 41
cases, 3 deaths ; scarlatina, 26 cases, no deaths ;
typhoid fever, 23 cases, 7 deaths ; measles, 15
cases, no deaths. The deaths from consumption
were 26 ; pneumonia, 14 ; whooping cough, none ;
heart disease, 23; bronchitis, 3; marasmus, 11.
There were 11 deaths from violent causes. The
number of children who died under 1 year was 44 ;
under 5 years, 55 ; more than 60 years, 45 ; deaths
in public institutions, 52.
Research Fund for the Harvard Medical

School.—Through the will of the late Miss
Harriet Lowell of Boston, the Harvard Medical
School will ultimately receive her entire property,
the amount of which is not at present stated.
The property is to be held in trust. After the
payment of several private legacies, the income
of the estate is to be divided yearly into two
equal parts. One of the parts is to be paid over
to the president and fellows of Harvard College,
and is to be used under the direction of the med-
ical department for scientific study and investiga-
tion in any department of surgery, and into the
cause, treatment, prevention and cure of disease,
including dental surgery and pathology, either in
this country or abroad. A portion of the income
of the other half of the estate goes to a benefi-
ciary. Upon his death the entire estate goes to

the president and fellows of Harvard, is to be
known as the Harriet Lowell Fund, and is to
be used for the purposes given above. Such a

bequest, being of the nature of an endowment
fund, cannot fail to be of the greatest service in
the development of the best interests of the
school.
Pathological Chemistry at the McLean

Hospital.—The work in the chemical laboratory
at the McLean Hospital, Waverley, Mass., is now

conducted by Dr. Otto Folin. He graduated at
the University of Minnesota, with the degree of
B.S., in 1892 ; he took the degree of Ph.D. at the
University of Chicago in 1896, under Professors
Nef and Stieglitz. He afterwards spent two
years in European universities as a student of
physiological chemistry,— at Upsala, Berlin and
Marburg, as a pupil of Hammarsten, Salkowski
and Kossel.. His subsequent studies have been
especially directed to pathological chemistry, and
during the year preceding his appointment at the
McLean Hospital he had charge of the depart-
ment of physiological and analytical chemistry in
the University of West Virginia, where he also
pursued some special investigations. He is as-
sisted by Mr. Phil. A. Shaffer, A.B., of the Uni-
versity of West Virginia, who is continuing some
research work begun at that university.
Harvard University Registration for 1901-

1902.— The registration at Harvard University
for the present academic year shows in general no
material loss or gain. The higher requirements
for admission to the medical school have, however,
had the effect of reducing the number of students
in the entering class about 50%. The figures
are: Harvard College, 1,971 (Seniors, 337; Jun-
iors, 413; Sophomores, 527; Freshmen, 552;
Specials, 142 ); Lawrence Scientific School, 538 ;
Graduate School, 291 ; Divinity School, 31 ; Law
School, 584 ; Bussey Institution, 26 ; Medical
School, 498 ; Dental School, 104 ; Total 4,043.
Smallpox.— At the end of last week there

were 24 cases of smallpox under hospital treat-
ment. Two deaths occurred during the week.

Bequest to a Hospital.— By the will of the
late George N. Cate of Marlboro, Mass., the
Marlboro Hospital fund receives $5,000.

NEW YORK.

Meeting of Medical Society of State of
New York.— The first semi-annual meeting (for
scientific purposes only) of the Medical Society
of the State of New York was held at the New
York Academy of Medicine on Oct. 15 and 16,
about 50 papers being presented at the various
sessions. A special feature of the meeting was

verbal reports on the case of President McKinley
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by Drs. Matthew D. Mann and Herman Mynter ol
Buffalo, who were given a vote of thanks by the
society. Among the guests from other states
were Dr. James C. Wilson of Philadelphia, whc
read a paper on the Treatment of Croupous Pneu-
monia, and Dr. Richard C. Cabot of Boston, whc
in a symposium on diseases of the liver and bile
passages offered a contribution on Courvoisier'e
law. On the evening of Oct. 16 a reception was

given to members and guests.
Medical and Legal Insanity.—At a meeting

of the Society of Medical Jurisprudence, held Oct.
14, Dr. William B. Noyes read a paper on, " A
Case of Moral Insanity," in which he showed that
there is a wide difference between medical and
legal insanity. He classed all anarchists as more
or less insane, through the cultivation of one idea.
" Between the ordinary criminal and lunatic," he
said, " come the arnachists of the type of Czolgosz.
The anarchist is a specimen of modern society
standing near the criminal on the one side and the
lunatic on the other. He is morally insane, yet
legally responsible."
Applications to Attend Execution of Czol-

gosz.—A dispatch from Albany, dated Oct. 14,
states that the warden of Auburn Prison had sent
to the state superintendent of prisons, who has
the decision of the matter in his hands, over one
thousand requests to attend the execution of Czol-
gosz. The actual number of witnesses allowed to
be present is twenty-six.
Dr. James W. McLean Representative of

Columbia at Yale.— The representative of the
medical department of Columbia University at
the Yale bi-centennial celebration on Oct. 23 was
Dr. James W. McLean, Dean of the Medical Fac-
ulty.

AWARDS AT THE PAN-AMERICAN EXPO-
SITION.

The following is a partial list of awards made
at the Pan-American Exposition, Buffalo, N. Y.,
on classes of exhibits relating to matters of interest
to the medical profession. A number of medical
men have themselves received recognition in these
awards, either directly as exhibitors, or indirectly
as collaborators, through the institution or asso-
ciation in whose name the exhibit was made.
The following are some of the gold medals

awarded : Abbott, Dr. Samuel W., Boston, col-
lective exhibit on public hygiene. Bath Depart-
ment, City of Boston, public hygiene. ChicagoDepartment of Health, municipal sanitation.
Health Officers' Department, Quarantine, Staten
Island, N. Y., sanitation. Massachusetts State
Board of Health, Boston, public hygiene. Tene-
ment-House Committee of the Charity Organiza-tion Society, New York City, models, photographs

and plans. Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore,
Md., plans, photographs, reports and publications.McLean Hospital for Insane, Waverley, Mass.,
photographs, etc. McGarr, Thos. E., Albany,
N. Y., services in relation to collective exhibit
relating to hospitals for the insane. Presbyterian
Hospital, New York City, model, plans and re-
ports. Among others, the following institutions
were awarded silver medals : Boston City Hospi-tal, Boston, Mass., photographs, plans and reports.
Municipal Hospital for Insane, Pierce Farm, Bos-
ton, Mass., photographs, etc.
The exhibits of the various branches of the

United States Government were not entered in
competition for award, but a special jury was ap-pointed by the Board of Directors of the Exposi-tion to examine these exhibits, report upon their
character and importance, and submit recommen-
dations upon which suitable recognition might bemade to the departments making display, and to
those assisting in the collaboration of their ex-
hibits. With regard to the exhibits made by the
medical departments of the Army, Navy and Ma-
rine Hospital Service, this jury made the follow-
ing remarks and recommendations :
"The Medical Department of the Army has es-

tablished immediately south of the Government
Building a model brigade field hospital. Seldom
has the public been able to inspect such an
exhibit. It is especially interesting, since it rep-
resents the new equipment of the medical depart-
ment in the field

—

scarcely an important articleof which but has been adapted since the outbreak
of the war with Spain, and has never been shown
previously. A detail of enlisted Hospital Corps
men give daily exhibition drills in first aid to the
wounded, litter drills, demonstrations of various
means of transporting the wounded, tent pitching,and hospital establishment. The drills are verypopular, and in connection with them the hos-
pital forms a most complete and creditable ex-
hibit of the medical service of the army." In
the grading by this jury of the exhibits of the va-
rious bureaus of the War Department in respect
to their importance, that of the Medical Depart-
ment was placed above all others.
With respect to the exhibit made by the Med-

ical Department of the Navy, the jury reportedthat "The Bureau of Medicine and Surgery(shows) a complete sick-bay as constructed and
equipped on a man-o'-war, and a model of the
hospital ship Solace.'''' The display was placedsecond among the exhibits made by the various
bureaus of the Navy Department.
With respect to the exhibit of the Marine Hos-

pital Service, the jury reported that " (there is) a
model of a fully equipped marine hospital ward,models of different quarantine stations established
by the government, and other exhibits illustrat-
ing the great care the Marine Hospital Serviceis taking to prevent the introduction and spreadof contagious diseases and epidemics." This ex-
hibit was graded by the jury fourth in relative
importance of the exhibits made by various bu-
reaus of the Treasury Department.
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